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Abstract
We discuss the extension of corn and potatoes in Galician Atlantic agriculture during the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries as an innovation process that facilitated rapid circulation of a new cattle feed from the Americas to Europe.
Specifically, we focus on Galicia from 1890 to 1940, a time of significant scientific interest with regard to genetic
improvements. This new science made it possible to develop double hybrid corn plants that became widespread
after the 1920s. In this article we will describe the conditions accompanying the introduction and spread of these
American crops, as recorded by modernist historiography, then analyse the institutional and social framework –
knowledge networks, innovation systems and institutional and social tools – that enabled genetic advances in the
twentieth century. To accomplish this, we must trace the journey of seeds and knowledge across the Atlantic from
places such as the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station (1918) to the Galician Biological Mission (1921),
among others.
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