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Social unrest in rural Galicia 
during the Franco Regime. 
The case of common lands 

(1939-1975)





HYPOTHESIS

Shows the existence of an important social unrest  in 
the rural Galicia during the Francoism, articulated 
around to the property, handle and use of the  forestry 
resources provided by the common lands, From an 
historical and legal point of view.



OBJECTIVES

Examine the forms of resistance employed by rural 
Galicians to protect their ownership and management 
of common lands during the Franco dictatorship 
(1936‐1975), to make visible their objectives, ways, 
ideology, components, leadership and structure, 
determinants of success and failure.



SOURCES
‐ Official Documentation:

‐ *COURT PAPERS*
‐ Consortia and reforestation dossiers
‐ Dossiers of the Legal Heritage of the Patrimonio 
Forestal del Estado y la Dirección General de Caza, 
Pesca y Recursos Forestales.

‐ Memories of the Civil Government and State Forestry 
Heritage.

‐ State Security Service Reports.
‐ Statistics Sources: Population Census (INE), Spanish 
Forest Statistics, Agricultural and Livestock Census …

‐ Press
‐ Oral Sources



METHODOLOGY

 From the methodological point of view, this study forms part of local 
history. Therefore, the study draws on a spatial unit restricted but will 
be the basis to explain and identify conflicts in all Spanish territory. My 
intention is to make a theoretical load microanalysis, in which 
historical temporality are joined to methods and concepts used by 
sociologists and anthropologists.

 Another of our aims is to conduct interdisciplinary analysis abandoning 
serial techniques and choosing expository narrative methods because 
we understand that this is the methodology to show our objectives, 
collecting the forms of conflict arising in the context of Franco in 
Galician rural areas, accounting, conducting an exhaustive collection 
and carefully analyzing the most representative cases. Our intention is 
to provide a representative sample that allows to have a generic image 
and, above all, come to the realization of a categorization that allows 
the comparison and the analysis.



EARLY FRACOISM
(1940‐1960)

 PROPERTY RIGHTS
 WAYS OF USING LAND

 PROPERTY RIGHTS
 PARTICIPATE IN 
BENEFITS OF THE 
FOREST

LATE FRANCOISM 
(1960‐1970)

SOME CONCLUSIONS
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Ordes (A Coruña) in 1961. A group of 
women were brought before justice 
due to a violent attack on the Civil 
Guard and State forestry workers. 

The women were acquitted, because 
the courts found a lack of 
intentionality and only imposed 
payment of a small fine.

OPEN VIOLENCE
VS

LEGALITY FIGHT



PhD Project: 
Social change in rural Galicia (A Mariña, Lugo, 1959-1982)
Alba Diaz Geada
• The aim: to observe how a series of big and small changes in agriculture, that ended up

transforming the dominant model, were put into practice. What were the rhythms and
the different players. What were the adaptations and resistances, taking as a starting
point that the acceptance of government policies was not majority at first. Peasants
react in different ways to a “modernizing” model that involved specialization,
professionalization and industrialization of the countryside. They have resisted and / or
adapted various particular measures, according to their know-how and their context, the
way they felt more useful or lees harmful.

• Two main and interconnected concerns: How rural society (in its internal diversity)
adapted agricultural policies or industrial projects and how this society changed its
identity in those decades.

• How to do it? Studying…

… the application and reception of agricultural policies of the regime, focusing on
the activity of Agricultural Extension Service and Land Consolidation Service.

… the conflicts and agricultural unionism in rural areas, in the context of political
transition.



• Some theoretical references: Pérez Díaz (1965), Naredo
(1971), Harding (1984); Durán (1978), Beiras (1981), Colino
& Touriño (1983), Iturra (1988); Fernández & Sabucedo
(2004), Langhtaler (2012), Scott (1985, 1990, 1998); Soto
(2006), Fernández Prieto (1992, 200), Cabana (2006, 2009),
Cabana & Lanero (2009).

• Methodology and sources:

A Mariña de Lugo

A Mariña de Lugo

• Documentary sources: Municipal Archives (livestock
census, population registers, documents on migration,
agricultural statistics, municipal records, docs of HSLGs,
associations, Land Consolidation, industrial and urban
projects, election documents, information about conflicts
around the SSA tax, the nuclear power station of Xove
and the factory of alumina-aluminum), the Provincial
Historic Archive of Lugo (Chambers of Agriculture Fund ,
Civil Government Fund) and the General Archive of the
Administration (Funds of Agriculture, Trade, Culture,
Government, Labour and Cooperatives; Memories of Civil
Government of Lugo, 1960-1989), the Ministry of
Agriculture Archive and San Fernando de Henares
Archive. Agricultural Research Center Mabegondo
(CIAM); Agricultural Extension Service Ribadeo and some
personal archives. Quantitative information in Galician
Statistics Institute (IGE) and National Statistics Institute
(INE).

• Newspapers: either general (El Progreso, La Voz
de Galicia, El País and La Vanguardia, for significant
dates), whether nationalistic (Teima (1976-1977), A Nosa
Terra (1977 - 1984)) or produced by unions or political
parties (Fouce (1973-1977, 1978-2000), Terra Tempo (1965-
1977, 1977-1981), Ceibe (1976-1981), whether produced
by the institutions of the regime (Lucus, 1958-1985).

• Oral sources: over fifty interviews. Ages from 45 to 85 years
old, most of them from 50 to 70. 16 women/33 men. Most
are Galicians (49/52) of these, most of the province of
Lugo (41/52), specifically from A Mariña
(36/52). Professional profile: peasants and farmers (32/52),
technicians (16/52), a priest and several teachers.

Time to discuss. Thank you!
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Research Project 

- SET in Galicia, an example of Atlantic agriculture 

 

- Social Metabolism: theory and methods 

- Nutrient Flows 

- Energy Flows 

 

- 2/3 case studies: Ribadavia, Betanzos, A Baña, Chantada...? 

- Information required for every agroecosystem: land uses, land management and 
yields 

 

- Pragmatic approach: sustainability perspective --> considering agronomic and 
environmental problems in the past and relating them with the present 



Objectives 
- To determine the functioning, structure and evolution of the selected agroecosystems 
under a biophysical standpoint along the studied period 

 

- To establish the energy and nutrient balances for every agroecosystem in the 
different stages of their evolution 

 

- To describe the different ways in which soil fertility is replenished in the studied 
agroecosystems 

 

- To determine the different stages in the evolution of the agroecosystems regarding the 
type of land management and to compare the results with the chronology established in 
other case studies 

 

- To determine the degree of sustainability of the agroecosystems in every stage of their 
evolution 

 

- To identify organic management techniques susceptible to be used nowadays in order to 
improve our agriculture sustainability degree 



Hypothesis 

- Main hypothesis: the chronology of this transition process shows regional 
variations within Galicia and differs from the established in the Mediterranean case 
studies: 

 

- a)Areas of mixed farming (policultivo): SET would start after the Mediterranean 
one because -despite the intensive farming- innovations in crop rotation led to 
an increase in yields without compromising soil fertility and thus avoiding to 
import nutrients or energy from outside the agroecosystem. This would be the 
case of  Galicia, where mixed farming covers most of the territory.  

 

- b)Areas of agrarian specialization: SET would start earlier than in areas of 
mixed farming and the Mediterranean due to the higher degree of intensification 
in agriculture, which would make it necessary to import nutrients and energy 
from outside the agroecosystem a lot before. Our case study of Ribadavia 
seems to confirm this hypothesis, although it is not representative of the rest of 
Galicia. 



Sources 

- Ensenada’s Cadastre (1752) 

- “Amillaramentos”, “cartillas avaliatorias”: tax assesments / land 
registries 

- Martín de Garay’s Cadastre (1820) 

- Junta Consultiva Agronómica (Agrarian Consultative 
Committee) 

- Juntas de Información Agrícola (Agrarian Information 
Committees) 

- Agrarian literature (MARM, Congresses, divulgation, etc.) 

- Image 



Results: the Case Study of Ribadavia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: www.google.maps.com 

http://www.google.maps.com


Ribadavia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: www.uvigo.es/ageps/Ourense 

http://www.uvigo


Ribadavia 

- Lat.: 42° 17' 20" N 

- Long.: 8° 8' 54" O 

- Municipal District Surface today: 25’1km2 

- Ribeiro Region 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Source: www.sigpac.com 

 

http://www.sigpac.com
http://www.sigpac.com
http://www.sigpac.com
http://www.sigpac.com
http://www.sigpac.com


Ribadavia 

- Climatological characteristics of the region of Ribeiro 

 

- Temperate Mediterranean clima 

- Mean Annual Temperatures between 11-15ºC, 5-8ºC in the 
coldest month and between18-22º in the warmest 

- Frost from 3 to 6 months 

- Mean Annual Precipitation: 700-1.000 mm 

- Dry season: 1-3 months 

- Non irrigated crops: cereal, beans and winter crops such as 
olive trees or vineyard, also favoured by orography 



Ribadavia 

Source: www.ribadavia.net 

http://www.ribadavia.net


Ribadavia 

Inhabitants 
Population 3619 
Surface - km2 22,2 
Density 163 

 

 
Source: Population Census of 1860, Archivo Histórico Provincial de Ourense (AHPOu) 
 

 

Demography, 1860 Census 



Ribadavia 

Agrarian Surface Distribution, 1860 

*This is a low percentage. The usual in 
Galician agriculture is around 75% of 
the agrarian surface. 
 
 
 
 
 
Source: land assessments and registries, 1860, 
AHPOu. 



Ribadavia 

Agrarian Production, 1860 

Source: land assessments and registries,1860,  
AHPOu. 
 
 

 



Ribadavia 

Fresh Matter Dry Matter N P K Energy 

Rotations tons tons kg kg kg Gj 

Vegetables 9,6 1,9 58,9 31,2 51,3 23,9 
Irrigated Maize 18,8 7,4 131,5 65,8 214,1 123,0 
Dry Maize 14,0 5,5 97,6 49,1 160,1 91,7 
Wheat 5,0 4,3 51,2 20,7 29,4 66,8 
Rye 2,3 2,0 22,4 11,0 22,7 31,7 
Vineyard 5,8 1,2 10,3 7,0 25,9 33,3 
Total 7,7 2,4 32,6 17,5 56,3 47,9 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: land assessments and registries,1860, AHPOu. 
 

Agrarian Production, 1860 (tons/ha) 



Ribadavia 

Livestock 

Units-500 kg 

Number of 

Cattle Heads 

Manure 

Production, 

Kg 

Bovine 453 527 2.423.402 
Equine 8 14 50.711 
Mules 14 20 73.662 
Donkeys 3 8 15.301 
Ovine 20 276 16.552 
Goats 4 55 3.284 
Porcine 66 410 706.390 
Total 569 1309 3.289.302 
 
Source: Livestock Census, 1865. 

Livestock Distribution, 1865 



Ribadavia 

LU-500kg 453 
Livestock Density (LU/km2) 20,4 
Manure Used 7.176 
Manure Produced 3.289 

Scrub Collected (esquilmo) 4.148 

Manure + Scrub (dry matter) 7.437 
% Self-sufficiency Option 1* 103,6 
% Self-sufficiency Option 2** 45,8  

 

Source: land assessments and registries, 1860, AHPOu. 
 

*Option 1: apart from manure, scrub is also added to the vineyards directly as green manure. 
**Option 2: only manure is applied to the land. 
 
In any case, it is stated in our sources that both methods are combined which means that the degree of 

self-sufficiency could be around 70%. 

 
 

Relationship between manure availability and manure needs, 1860 (tons) 

 
Livestock Densities in Catalonian and 
Andalusian cases (Garrabou, González 
de Molina, 2010): 
 
• Andalucía:  
-Montefrío , 1856: 7,73 LU/km2 
-Baena, 1858: 7,64 LU/km2 

 
• Cataluña: 
-Sentmenat, 1865: 7,25 LU/km2 

 



Ribadavia 

Some conclusions: 

An early wine specialization and very intensive farming would imply 
an early SET according to our hypothesis. This means that the need to 
import nutrients must have appeared towards the end of the XIXth 
century. 

There must have been imbalances in the fertilisation replenishment 
system as well as exportation of unsustainability to nearby 
agroecosystems in early stages. 

Due to its high degree of specialization and to its climatic specifity, 
Ribadavia represents a counter-example of the Galician case as it is 
not representative of most of the region. It will be used as a 
counterpoint to the general trend. 



Ribadavia 

“O transporte do toxo ó Ribeiro. Nalgún tempo, nas tres ou catro primeiras 

décadas do século XX, e quizais antes, había familias que levaban carros 

de toxo a vender ó Ribeiro (a Leiro, Francelos e Castrelo), a unhas tres 

leguas. Os compradores enterrábano entre as videiras como abono. Hai 
unha anécdota curiosa en relación cos chíos musicais e monótonos que emitían 
estes carros ó paso por Ribadavia. É a seguinte: os veciños da fermosa vila -
incapaces de deleitarse con ese son musical e enxebre, como nos ocorre ós que 
tivémo-la sorte de ser labregos na nosa infancia- denunciaron os ruídos ante a 
autoridade municipal, alegando que lles trastornaban o seu sosegado descanso 
habitual da mañá. Escoitábanlle, se cadra, unicamente o segundo significado do 
son (dos dous que ten), pois o chío do carro, agudo e intenso -ademais de ser 
un canto de amor ó labrego- era un queixume e un berro contra os contrastes 
económicos de vilegos e aldeáns, e unha expresión de protesta melancólica, 
profunda, contra as inxustizas dos gobernantes, que tiñan oprimidos ós fatigados 
campesiños con contribucións abusivas. [...] A protesta dos vilegos foi seguida 
de ameaza de sancións, consonte as Ordenanzas do seu Concello, polo que os 
carreteiros víronse obrigados, antes de atravesa-la vila, a pararse na entrada e 
engraxárlle-los eixes ós carruaxes. Non protestaron contra o seu paso os 
veciños de Melón nin os de Quins, porque eles só lle escoitaban o primeiro matiz 
do canto do carro, sereno, musical e relaxante, o canto de amor”. 

RODRÍGUEZ TRONCOSO, M., Historia dunha aldea galega. Coas mans encol do lume, 
Vigo, Ir Indo, 2004, pp. 165-166. 
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